
EM ERSON TOWNSH IP POVERTY EXEM PTION G U I DELI N ES

Whereas, the adoption of guidelines for poverty exemptions is required of the Emerson
Township Board; and

Whereas, the principle residence of persons, who the Board of Review determines by reasons
of poverty to be unable to contribute to the public chargg is eligible for exemption in whole or
part from taxation under Public Act 39Q 1994 (MC1211.7u); and

Whereas, pursuant to PA 390, 1994, Emerson Township, Gratiot County, Michigan adopts the
following guidelines for the Board of Review to implement. The guidelines shall include but not
be limited to the specific income and asset levels of the claimant and all persons residing in the
household, including any property tax credit returns, filed in the current or immediately
preceding year;

To be eligible, a person shall do all ofthe following on an annual basis:

1) Be an owner or and occupy as a homestead property for which an exemption is

requested.
2) File Form 5737 Application for MCI 211.7u Poverty Exemption.
3) File Form 5739 Affirmation of Ownership and Occupanry to Remain Exempt by Reason

of Poverty.
4) Fileall required additional documentation (such as federal/state income tax returns,

including any property tax credit returns filed in the immediately preceding year or in
the current year, with the supervisor or board of review.

5) Produce a valid drivers' license or other form of identification if requested.
6) Produce a deed, land contract, orotherevidence of ownership ofthe property for which

an exemption is requested if requested.
7) Meet the federal poverty income standards as defined annually by the United States

Office of Management and Budget.
8) The application for an exemption shall be filed after January 1, but before the day prior

to the last day of the board of review.
9) The property in question contains enough acreage that at least one or more buildable

lots could be spllt ftom the main parcel under the land division act, the township will
count the value of any additional parcel that could be split when calculating the
applicant's total assets.

10)Total assets shall not be more than 52,000.00.
11) Fixed assets shall be limhed to one house and one vehicle for the claimant and no house

and one vehicle for each aduh person residing with claimant.

The following are the federal poverty income guidelines which are updated annually by the
United States Department of Health and Human Services. The annual allowable income
includes income for all persons residing in the principal residence.



Federal Poverty Guidelines for 2O24 Assessments

Size of Family Unit Poverty Guidelines

7 S14,s80

2 5L9,720

3 S24850

4 S3o,ooo

5 S3s,14o

6 S4o,280

7 s4s,420

5so,s50

For each additional Person Ss,140

Emerson Township will only grant full poverty exemptions. "PA 797 ol 2023, allows locol units
to gront o 75% portiol exemption, in oddition to the previously ollowed 700%, 50%, ond 25%,

without prior opprovol by the Stote Tox Commission."

NOW, THEREFORE, BE lT HEREBY RESOwED that the Board of Review shall follow the above

stated policy and federal guidelines in granting or denying an exemption.

The foregoing resolution offered by Emerson Township Board rvremUer lOf i (l ntrCI anA

supported by Emerson Township Board UemAer lAike P?etpS. 
- '

a

Upon roll call vote, the following voted: alb d ie
" Aye":

The Emerson Township Clerk declared the resolution

lodi Reeves, Clerk
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